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“Jesus
therefore
answered

and said to
them, “Do
not murmur
among
yourselves.
No one can
come to Me
unless the
Father who
sent Me
draws him;
and | will
A= Ml raise him
# up at the

B > PP D) last day. ”
(John 6: 43, 44)
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DIOCESE NEWS
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Congratulations

Cordial congratulations to Very Rev Fr Tadros
Sharobeam of St Mary Church, Melbourne on his
40th Priesthood Anniversary. May the Lord keep
his priesthood and increase the good fruits of his
ministry for many years to come.

Archangel Michael and

St Anthony Church Fete
Archangel Michael and St Anthony Church
Annual Fete will be held on Saturday 5 and
Sunday 6 October at the church location in
Oakleigh. All are invited to attend and enjoy the
activities of fete. Thank you for your support to
the Church.

40t Day Commemoration

The 40t day commemoration for the late
Yasmine Guirguis Hanna wife of the late Soliman
Mitry; mother of Cecile Nasralla wife of Dr
Youssef Nasralla, Wagdy Mitry husband of
Amoun, Wagih Mitry husband of Wafa, Wafik
Mitry husband of Mona, and Mervat wife of Amir;
grandmother to Tony and Bavly Nasralla, Daniel,
Fady, Christine, Caroline and Mina Mitry; Youssef,
Fady, Bishoy, and Andrew Amir, Lidia and Mina
Wafik; will be on Saturday 11 October during the
prayers of the Divine Liturgy at 9am at St Bishoy
and St Shenoudah Church, Bulleen. May the Lord
repose her soul in the paradise of joy and grant
comfort to all her family members.

Event on 39 of November
Coming event on 3rd November to celebrate the
50th  Anniversary of the Coptic Church in
Melbourne. To honour and celebrate the first
generation “the pioneers” who worked tirelessly
to build our community / church and bring us to
where we are at today. Tickets will be available
soon. More details will be provided accordingly.

Donations to the Diocese
Please help your diocese by donating
to this Bank Account:

Commonwealth Bank BSB: 063159

g
owgili gupali podll ol aulall liilgd
ajgdo soupo cljrell duyrdll duyisy galsll
a0 (nig limls aioluyl LLIDJJJID.IDJIO.UJJLLO.I
Jlaill (o jitig aigilg aigigh Gl Baxy gi Jal
.602l8 dayac (el aioad (nd Gapll
a4illoll yui) dunid 3o

wugighil Lilllg
Lilllg Juilawo aqillall guy) dunis oudi
0 Gyl (nogs (ngiwll lgHioo uJJg.ngle
Udbgl a dunibll adgoy pgial 1 aaillg
dhiil gicillg jgAall (ggcao  guonll
Augiall ool [Ad . gdyoall

eyl (nyh3

lix gunga Guowly dogajoll duoylll (nys3 pléd
ao J5 dallg finjio glow pgajoll dagj
(12399 allini Cawgy jgiha dagj Jeww
J5 @239 ‘pol dagj Quapog .ggol agj (njio
wnalag «Jlilag allljni (nlabg . pigh o
~Auwig)g nyio liog .gugjl5g «uiunjag
Guag lisog Laulg ol gjailg ngiing (nalag
Guladll Glgln i pgial 11 Cuwll pgy
gy Wl dwyisy Blo 9 aclull (gl
d lgwai Bl ll Jlwi gy .Gagidr Lilllg
Lpilile alyai J4l Icljcg puoill yugaya

padagi [ (na doald duwlio
w53l Jin Ul odagi go Cullill (nd pléw
cllag .gyglo (na dihudll dunibll GruoAll
aall "algl” dglll diall Jlaislllg pypail
ly Jgoglg liuuiag linoino clid J5 1y Iglac
ainw . lyyd Bl jagiiw . egul aud i lo (all
«elal laag wolaill (o ujo puadi

iyl lll ey
enilly cliniylyl dackwo byl

sl Glundl ag!
Account Number: 10240683

Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne
Type of Account: Statement



CONTEMPLATIONS ON
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Thrice Blessed His Holiness Pope Shenouda

Continued from the last issue .
The salt that also lost its saltiness was our father Adam and our mother Eve. Adam
was the image of God and His likeness. The Lord created him and Eve according to
His likeness. (Gen 1:26). The Lord gave them the power to rule over the fish of the sea
and the birds of the air, over the livestock and over all the creatures that move along
the ground. Adam and Eve were very pure, innocent and modest. In the generations
that followed them, there was no one who could resemble them in such qualities. They
did not know sin. Both of them were naked, and they felt no shame.
Then, this salt lost its saltiness. Human nature deteriorated. The Lord banished
Adam and Eve from the Garden. Their offspring was downtrodden. The serpent had
authority to strike man’s heel (Gen 3:15). But God restored saltiness to the salt when
he became incarnate and invoked a blessing upon our human nature and returned
Adam to his original rank.
So, we have hope: when salt loses its saltiness God will restore it. If salt becomes
dirty, the Lord will purify it, and bestow upon it the reward of renewing this corrupt
nature. He will not describe it as useless salt. We have another important example: E
The story of Saint Peter when he denied Christ. He called names, cursed and said "l
don’t know the man.” So, he committed many sins: Fear, denying his master, paucity
of faith, telling lies, cursing and denunciation. | wonder whether, at the time, he was
salt of the earth and the light of the world? No, he was not so at that time.
However, the Lord Jesus Christ restored saltiness to him. He did not allow this saint
to be trampled by men. This happened when He restored the apostolic rank to Saint
Peter and exempted him from the decision "But whoever denies Me before men, him |
will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” (Matt 10:33). This is why He said to
him after the resurrection "Feed My lambs, " "Take care of My sheep.” (John 21:15,16).
O’ Lord! Have mercy on the salt which sometimes loses its saltiness and its taste.
The person who sometimes falls unexpectedly into human errors and slips holds his
saltiness tightly and says, "Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you."(John
21:17). Deviation both in ideology and conviction makes salt lose its saltiness, as
happened to the heretics and to the blind guides.
Salt also loses its saltiness through bad behaviour. This happened to David when he
committed adultery; and to Samson when he yielded to women and broke his vow,
and to Balaam, whose counsel ruined the chastity and purity of the people. The Lord
forgave David and Samson, but Balaam perished.
Haughtiness may make salt lose its saltiness. At the beginning of his existence, and
before he fell, the devil had been salt. He was in the glory and brilliancy of angels, then
this salt lost its saltiness when he said in his heart "l will raise my throne above the
stars of God, | will make myself like the Most High (Is 14:13,14). The result was his
dismissal, along with his followers, from heaven, and he was trampled by men whom
the Lord had given authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and, to overcome all
the power of the enemy.
The responsibility of salt for losing its saltiness increases according to the position
of the one who has become salt. The devil was an angel. Therefore, his losing his
saltiness was a very serious matter. So, it is supposed that all those who belong to
priestly or hierarchical groups must be the light of the world and the salt of the earth.
Therefore, the Lord said to the angel of the Church in Laodicea, "l am about to spit
you out My mouth” (Rev 3:16). In this way, he has been dismissed, as he is of no use
for anything. To be continued in the next issue ...



Quotation from St Cyril’s

of Jerusalem Catechetical Lecture 13

Let us then not be ashamed of the Cross of our Saviour, but rather glory in it. For the
word of the Cross is unto Jews a stumbling block, and unto Gentiles foolishness, but
to us salvation: and to them that are perishing it is foolishness, but unto us which are
being saved it is the power of God. For it was not a mere man who died for us, as |
said before, but the Son of God, God made man.

Further; if the lamb under Moses drove the destroyer (Ex 12:23) far away, did not
much rather the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29),
deliver us from our sins?

The blood of a silly sheep gave salvation; and shall not the Blood of the Only-begotten
much rather save? If any disbelieve the power of the Crucified, let him ask the deuvils;
if any believe not words, let him believe what he sees. Many have been crucified
throughout the world, but by none of these are the devils scared; but when they see
even the Sign of the Cross of Christ, who was crucified for us, they shudder.

For those men died for their own sins, but Christ for the sins of others; for He did
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth. It is not Peter who says this, for then we
might suspect that he was partial to his Teacher; but it is Esaias who says it, who was
not indeed present with Him in the flesh, but in the Spirit foresaw His coming in the
flesh. Yet why now bring the Prophet only as a witness?

Take for a witness Pilate himself, who gave sentence upon Him, saying, | find no fault
in this Man (Luke): and when he gave Him up, and had washed his hands, he said, | am
innocent of the blood of this just person (Matt 27:24). There is yet another witness of
the sinlessness of Jesus - the robber, the first man admitted into Paradise; who
rebuked his fellow, and said, We receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man
has done nothing amiss ; for we were present, both you and |, at His judgment.

Jesus then really suffered for all men; for the Cross was no illusion , otherwise our
redemption is an illusion also. His death was not a mere show , for then is
our salvation also fabulous. If His death was but a show, they were true who said, We
remember that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After three days | rise again
(Matt 27:63).

His Passion then was real: for He was really crucified, and we are not ashamed thereat;
He was crucified, and we deny it not, nay, | rather glory to speak of it. For though |
should now deny it, here is Golgotha to confute me, near which we are now assembled;
the wood of the Cross confutes me, which was afterwards distributed piecemeal from
hence to all the world. | confess the Cross, because | know of the Resurrection; for if,
after being crucified, He had remained as He was, | had not perchance confessed it,
for | might have concealed both it and my Master; but now that the Resurrection has
followed the Cross, | am not ashamed to declare it.

Let us not then be ashamed to confess the Crucified. Be the Cross our seal made with
boldness by our fingers on our brow, and on everything; over the bread we eat, and
the cups we drink; in our comings in, and goings out; before our sleep, when we lie
down and when we rise up; when we are in the way, and when we are still. Great is
that preservative; it is without price, for the sake of the poor; without toil, for the sick;
since also its grace is from God. It is the Sign of the faithful, and the dread of devils:
for He triumphed over them in it, having made a show of them openly (Col 2:15); for
when they see the Cross they are reminded of the Crucified; they are afraid of Him,
who bruised the heads of the dragon. Despise not the Seal, because of the freeness of
the gift; out for this the rather honour your Benefactor.
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https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-014-Various-Authors/007-Al-Ekteda2-Bel-Masih/The-Imitation-of-Christ-013-Trials.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/17_ZAH/ZAH_09.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_286.html
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Visit of His Grace Bishop Agathon
Thu 24 October - Sun 27 October

Thursday 24 October
+ - Arrival to Melbourne on QF445

Friday 25 October
+ - Divine Liturgy at St Mark Church, Preston
+ - Youth Meeting at St Athanasius Church, Donvale

Saturday 26 October
+ - Divine Liturgy at Archangel Michael and St Anthony Church, Oakleigh
+ - Vespers and General Meeting at St Mary Church, Kensington

Sunday 27 October
+ - Divine Liturgy at St John Church, Armadale
- Depart to Sydney on QF446

100 Park Road Donvale VIC 3111 Australia | PO Box 1150 Mitcham North VIC 3132 Australia
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