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His Holiness Pope
Tawadros |l ordains Fr
Bishoy Youhanna, Fr Isaac
Wissa and Fr George Farag
of the Diocese of
Melbourne and Affiliated |
Regions at Saint Bishoy
Monastery, in Wadi |
Elnatron - Saturday 6%
July 2019.
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Warm congratulations to ; 8 ; things the Lord

our newly ordained priests. Z J ' appointed

May the Lord bless and @3l & sl Scventy others
r Bishoy Youhanna - St Mary also and sent

prosper their ministry. & St Bishoy Church, Adelaide them two by

two before His
face into every
city and place
where He
Himself was
about to go.
Then He said
to them,
“The harvest
truly is great,
but the
laborers are
few; therefore
pray the Lord
of the harvest
to send out
laborers into
2 i | | His harvest.”
Fr Isaac Wissa - St Mina & St Fr George Farag (Luke 10: 1-2)
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DIOCESE NEWS
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Donations to the Diocese
Please donates in this Bank Account:
Commonwealth Bank  BSB: 063159
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Account Number: 10240683

Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne
Type of Account: Statement

(Abu Sefen) Church Fete
St. Philopater Mercurius (Abu Sefen) Church First
Annual Fete is held on Sunday 14th July (the
second day for the fete), at the church address:
(St. Dominic's Primary School (Church Street,

Melton). All are welcome to come to encourage
the activities at the fete and support the church.
All proceeds from the fete will be directed to the
church establishment fund. Your donations are
also welcome to the following account:
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Commonwealth Bank - BSB: 063 159 - Account Number: 1067 3702
Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne - St. Philopater Mercurius Operating Account

40th Day Commemoration

The 40th Day Commemoration of Mr Mofdy Makari husband of Mrs Naglaa Anis and son in
law of the late Wassif Sargious and Mrs Raous Boctor, will be at St.Macarius’ Church -
Yarrambat on Sunday the 14th of July at 8:30am-11:30am. Mr Mofdy is the father of Marco
and Marina Makari daughter of Mr Nabil & Mrs Hannan Rezkalla, and Andrew and Marina
Makari daughter of Dr Ashraf and Mrs Odette Saddik; and he is the grandfather of
Emmanuel Makari. Mr Mofdy is the son of Mr Mickail Makari and the late Mrs Narges Makari;
he is the youngest brother of Mr Mamdouh, Mr Maged, and Mrs Nahed. Also, cousin to Hany
Boushra. Mr Mofdy is brother in Law of Mrs Mona and Mr Joseph Salib, Mr Magdy and Mrs
Kameli Wassif, Mrs Susan and the late Mr Nagy Abdulla, Mrs Hoda and Mr Adly Attia, Mrs
Odette and Mr Nagy Shafik, and Mrs Seham and Mr Nashaat Goubrial. May the Lord repose
his soul in the paradise of joy and grant comfort to all his family members.

To the Funeral Fund Members  ciljliall ggpito (né (ubjihioll

It has been noticed that many of our members have
changed their addresses as well as telephone
numbers without advising the trustees of the fund.
Consequently, many reminder letters are returned and
not delivered to you. Therefore, you are kindly
requested to advise the trustees in case of changing
your contact details to ensure update of the fund
records so that any changes to the fund or to remind
you about the due date of your payment, can be
passed to you. Also, it is required that you inform the
trustees in situation where your children reach 25
years of age or start working before that age. Thank
you for your kind attention.
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THE TEACHING OF THE TWELVE

APOSTLES “THE DIDACHE”

Continued from the Last issue ...

8. You shall not turn away from him that is in want, but you shall share all
things with your brother, and shall not say that they are my own; for if you are
partakers in that which is immortal, how much more in things which are
mortal?

9. You shall not remove your hand from your son or from your daughter, but
from their youth shall teach them the fear of God.

10. You shall not enjoy aught in your bitterness upon your bondman or
maidservant, who hope in the same God, lest ever they shall fear not God who
is over both; for He comes not to call according to the outward appearance,
but unto them whom the Spirit has prepared.

1. And you bondmen shall be subject to your masters as to a type of God, in
modesty and fear.

12. You shall hate all hypocrisy and everything which is not pleasing to the
Lord.

13. Do you in no wise forsake the commandments of the Lord; but you shall
keep what you have received, neither adding thereto nor taking away
therefrom.

14. In the church you shall acknowledge your transgressions, and you shall not
come near for your prayer with an evil conscience. This is the way of life.

Chapter V — The Way of Death.

1. And the way of death is this: First of all, it is evil and full of curse: murders,
adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, magic arts, witchcrafts, rapines,
false witnessing, hypocrisies, double-heartedness, deceit, haughtiness,
depravity, self-will, greediness, filthy talking, jealousy, over-confidence,
loftiness, boastfulness;

2. Persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a lie, not knowing a reward for
righteousness, not cleaving to good nor to righteous judgment, watching not
for that which is good, but for that which is evil; from whom meekness and
endurance are far, loving vanities, pursuing requital, not pitying a poor man,
not labouring for the afflicted, not knowing Him that made them, murderers
of children, destroyers of the handiwork of God, turning away from him that
is in want, afflicting him that is distressed, advocates of the rich, lawless judges
of the poor, utter sinners.

Be delivered, children, from all these.
To be continued in the next issue ...



QUOTATION FROM SERMON OF

SAINT AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO ON
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

Our Lord Jesus Christ in the final days of His earthly life in the days of His
mission to the race of man, has chosen from among the disciples His twelve
Apostles to preach the Word of God.

Among them, the Apostle Peter for his fiery ardour was vouchsafed to occupy
the first place (Mt.10:2) and to be as it were the representative person for all
the Church.

Therefore, it is said to him, preferentially, after the confession: "l will give unto
you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and whatsoever you shall bind on
earth, shall be bound in the heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth:
shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt.16: 19).

Therefore, it was not one man, but rather the One Universal Church, that
received these "keys" and the right "to bind and loosen.”

And that it was actually the Church that received this right, and not exclusively
a single person, turn your attention to another place of the Scriptures, where
the same Lord says to all His Apostles, "Receive ye the Holy Spirit” and further
after this, "Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them: and
whose soever sins you retain, are retained” (John 20: 22-23); or: "whatsoever
you bind upon the earth, shall be bound in Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall
loose on earth, shall be loosened in heaven” (Mt.18:18).

Thus, it is the Church that binds, the Church that loosens; the Church, built
upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus Christ Himself (Eph 2:20), does bind
and loosen. Let both the binding and the loosening be feared: the loosening,
in order not to fall under this again; the binding, in order not to remain forever
in this condition.

Therefore, "Iniquities ensnare a man, and everyone is bound in the chains of
his own sins,” says Wisdom (Prov 5:22); and except for Holy Church nowhere
is it possible to receive the loosening.

And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy Apostles Peter and
Paul, remembering their venerable sufferings, we esteem their true faith and
holy life, we esteem the innocence of their sufferings and pure confession.
Loving in them the sublime quality and imitating them by great exploits, "in
which to be likened to them” (2 Thess 3: 5-9), and we shall attain to that eternal
bliss which is prepared for all the saints.

The path of our life before was more grievous, thornier, harder, but "we also
are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12: 1), having
passed by along it, made now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily
passable.

First there passed along it "the author and finisher of our faith,” our Lord Jesus
Christ Himself (Heb 12: 2); His daring Apostles followed Him; then the martyrs,
children, women, virgins and a great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in
them and helped them on this path? He Who said, "Without Me ye can do
nothing” (John 15: 5)."




CONTEMPLATIONS ON
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Thrice Blessed His Holiness Pope Shenouda Il

s, Continued from the last issue .
There are people who do not tolerate or accept preaching.
Their pride and their self-assertion prevent them from the acceptance of advice
or a word which draws their attention to the right way, or a word to teach or
preach to them. Nor can they endure a word of criticism. If you speak a word of
benefit, he may look at you, show his resentment and say to you "Are you going
to preach to me?”

Such persons may benefit more from your good example, which will speak to them
in silence. Regarding the necessity of examples, the Apostle says, "Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everybody.” (Rom 12:17). He gives more explanation
and says, "Providing honourable things not only in the sight of the Lord but also
in the sight of men.” (2 Cor 8:21). In this way, the believer’s life becomes a light to
others.

To become a light has three advantages:

1. A person becomes of great use to others because he presents a practical and
spiritual example to them.

2. On the other hand, he will not be a stumbling-block to any- one.

3. This good behaviour will lead people to glorify our Heavenly Father, according
to the Lord's words.

Therefore, "If you behave well, you will make people love their religion.” If you
behave badly, people will blaspheme God because of you. Moreover, James, the
Apostle says, "Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?”
(James 2:7). The following is an important note which we add with respect to
those who are salt and light of the world.

An Example Even After Death: The pious person is the salt of the earth during
his life as well as after his death, because people will follow his steps afterwards.
He will remain an example for future generations. Saint James, the Apostle, says
"Brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example
of suffering and patience. You have heard of Job's perseverance and seen the end
intended by the Lord.” (James 5:10,11).

When our teacher St. James used this example, Job the righteous had passed
away thousands of years before. Despite the passage of time, he remains a good
example in the present as the salt of the earth and light of the world.
The spiritual person shines like a light. His life extends through future generations.
After his death, his biography remains shining before people. Look how our fathers
the monks were the salt of the earth and the light of the world!! People came from
the most distant countries to hear a word of benefit from their mouths. After their
death, their sanctified biographies have shone all over the world giving people
wisdom, and spiritual understanding, even in the present.
| wonder if Saint Anthony’s life has come to an end? Surely not. He is still alive. He
preaches, speaks and clarifies the way through his biography, as it was said about
Abel the righteous "By faith ...; and through it he being dead still speaks.” (Hebrews
11:4).

To be continued in the next issue ...
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https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-014-Various-Authors/007-Al-Ekteda2-Bel-Masih/The-Imitation-of-Christ-013-Trials.html
https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-014-Various-Authors/007-Al-Ekteda2-Bel-Masih/The-Imitation-of-Christ-009-Obedience-1.html
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https://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/21_KAF/KAF_098.html
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