EPSAJEE IS

TIC3.X1 « THE WORD

COPTIC ORTHODOX
7 July 2019 30 Baounah 1735 Issue No. 723 COPTIC ORTHODOX

MARITAL PREPARATION COURSE
Building a Solid Foundation

Friday - Sunday 12T, 13TH & 14TH July 2019
Diocese Headquarters Donvale

Marriage is a Sacrament and a Sacred Institution established by
God and revered by the Orthodox Church. It is vital of any
couple entering in this Holy Estate to give their full and honest
attention it deserves. The Marriage Preparation Course is
designed to help engaged and newly married couples explore
and deepen their relationship. Important topics and issues such
as the ‘Art of Communication’, ‘Co_nﬂict Resoluti(_)n’, ‘Discoyering “Then He took
yourself’, ‘The Engagement Period’, ‘Boundaries’, ‘Physical & i Ril-Rlesr
Sexual Health’, ‘Budgeting’, ‘After the Honeymoon’, ‘The EEYYeRisl-Ra e
Christian Family’ and ‘The Crowning Ceremony’, are discussed fish, and
and workshopped with a variety of speakers. This is a great looking up
opportunity to enrich your relationship and prepare for the to heaven,
lifelong commitment of marriage. The Course runs from Friday He blessed
12/07/2019 from 6:30PM-9:00PM, Saturday 13/07, 10:00AM- [ECIICEeIgelC
5:30PM followed by a Gala Dinner from 6:30-8:30PM, and them, and
Sunday 14/07 1:00PM - 7:30PM. All sessions are held at the Pope [sudivhtbiNe
Shensuds Il Aushierum, Denvale (00 Perk Resd Bemvale), s | ¢ disciples
D : to set before
encourage every engaged couples, those about to become IR
engaged and those in their first year of marriage to attend this SR YAVIEN]!
course. Based on the evidence of the benefits of such courses, IEIt-X:121o R 12 a2
the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church has deemed it filled, and
a compulsory prerequisite before Marriage is granted in the VG N GRS
Church. The cost is $100 per couple including the Gala Dinner. EliUERIE (e} ¢
You can Register and find more information on our Facebook fragments
page Marriage Preparation Course DoM or Contact Fr Samuel AN taken”
Elias on 0412 884 434 or Fr Daniel Ghabrial on 0403 336 725 for [kt
further information and to book your place. (Luke 9:16-17)

100 Park Road Donvale VIC 3111 Australia | PO Box 1150 Mitcham North VIC 3132 Australia
T1+61388728400 e Elsecretary@melbcopts.org.au ¢ www.melbcopts.org.au
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Congratulations
on Ordination Anniversary

+ Cordial Congratulations to the Very Reverend Fr
Titus Elbaramosy of St Mark and St George
Church, Perth on his 26t Priesthood Anniversary
(Wed 10th July). May the Lord keep his priesthood
and increase the good fruits of his ministry for
many years to come enjoying, the best of health
and strength.

+ Cordial congratulations to Fr Peter Agaibi of St
George Church, Melbourne on his 13t Priesthood
Anniversary (Tue 9th July). May the Lord keep his
priesthood and increase the good fruits of his
ministry for many years to come, enjoying the best
of health and strength.

(Abu Sefen) Church Fete
St. Philopater Mercurius (Abu Sefen) Church First
Annual Fete will be held on Saturday 13t and
Sunday 14th July at the church address: (St

Dominic’s Primary School (Church Street, Melton).
All are welcome to come to encourage the
activities in the fete and support the church. All
proceeds from the fete will be directed to the
church establishment fund. Your donations are
also welcome to the following account:
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Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne - St. Philopater Mercurius Operating Account

Condolences
Departed to the Lord Mrs Samira Toubia (of St
Mark Church, Melbourne) wife of the late Fahmy
Bakhit Rowais, mother of Nabil Bakhit husband of
Nagwa, Dr Dawoud Rowais husband of Molly,
Janet wife of Magdy Hanna, Mervat wife of the late
Magdi Fanous, and the late Margot wife of the late
Yanni Nakhla; Grandmother of Fabi Takla;
Christine and Silvana Sakkal; Hani and Amir Hanna;
Michael and Mark Fanous; Andrew, Shereen and Dr
Heddi Rowais; and George and Dr Jackie Bakhit.
We ask the Lord to repose her soul in the paradise
of joy and grant comfort to all her family members.
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THE TEACHING OF THE TWELVE

APOSTLES “THE DIDACHE”

Continued from the Last issue ...

Chapter Illl - Other Sins Forbidden

1. My child, flee from every evil thing, and from every likeness of it.

2. Be not prone to anger, for anger leads the way to murder; neither jealous,
nor quarrelsome, nor of hot temper; for out of all these murders are
engendered.

3. My child, be not a lustful one; for lust leadeth the way to fornication; neither
a filthy talker, nor of lofty eye; for out of all these adulteries are engendered.
4. My child, be not an observer of omens, since it leads the way to idolatry;
neither an enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a purifier, nor be willing to look at
these things; for out of all these idolatries is engendered.

5. My child, be not a liar, since a lie leads the way to theft; neither money-
loving, nor vainglorious, for out of all these thefts are engendered.

6. My child, be not a murmurer, since it leads the way to blasphemy; neither
self-willed nor evil-minded, for out of all these blasphemies are engendered.

7. But you be meek, since the meek shall inherit the earth.

8. Be long-suffering and pitiful and guileless and gentle and good and always
trembling at the words which you have heard.

9. You shall not exalt yourself, nor give over-confidence to your soul. Your soul
shall not be joined with lofty ones, but with just and lowly ones shall it have its
course.

10. The workings that befall you receive as good, knowing that apart from God
nothing comes to pass.

Chapter IV — Various Precepts

1. My child, he who speaks to you the Word of God remember night and day;
and you shall honour him as the Lord; for in the place whence lordly rule is
uttered, there is the Lord.

2. And you shall seek out day by day the faces of the saints, in order that you
may rest upon their words.

3. You shall not long for division but shall bring those who contend to peace.
You shall judge righteously, you shall not respect persons in reproving for
transgressions.

4. You shall not be undecided whether it shall be or no.

5. Be not a stretcher forth of the hands to receive and a drawer of them back
to give.

6. If you have aught, through your hands you shall give ransom for their sins.

7.You shall not hesitate to give, nor murmur when you give; for you shall know
who is the good repayor of the hire.

To be continued in the next issue ...
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2} CONTEMPLATIONS ON
\  THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Thrice Blessed His Holiness Pope Shenouda llI

Continued from the last issue ...

The Mission of Being A Model: It is supposed that our living among people can
be a model to them; an example set before them, in which they find the practical
way to the life of faith and purity. Yes, it is our duty to present the image of God
to people as Christ presented it to us. Redemption was the main cause of Christ's
incarnation; but one of the other causes was that humanity lost the divine image.
So, the Lord Christ came to reveal God’s image to humanity so that they could
live according to it. Look at Jesus Christ, when He washed the feet of His disciples
and said to them "If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. | have given to you an example that you
should do as | have done to you.” (John 13:14,15). Thus, Saint Peter said to us about
Jesus Christ " leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps.” (1 Peter
2:21). In the same way, Saint Paul, the Apostle said, "Follow my example, as | follow
the example of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1).

In this way, our fathers the apostles were the light of the world. They were
examples to others. Thus, in more than one place, the apostle urges his sons to
imitate him (1 Corinthians 4:16); (2 Thessalonians 3:9) "and note those who so walk,
as you have us for a pattern.” (Philippians 3:17). No one can find his way in
darkness, but in light, he can see it. Thus, the mission of saints, who are the light
of the world, is to show people the way to God, and to be their examples in
following that way, till they reach "that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).

Life, as an example, is a biblical commandment. Saint Paul, the Apostle, says to
his disciple Timothy " Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith and in purity.”(1 Timothy
4:12). He says to his disciple Titus "In everything set them an example by doing
what is good.” (Titus 2:7). Perhaps not everyone has the ability and the capacity
to teach; for teaching is entrusted to those who are effective and good. But they
can be an example for all people. Anyone can follow them. He who is unable to
preach can be an example to others through his behaviour. A sermon teaches
theoretically, while the example presents practical lessons. About this, the apostle
says "You are our epistle... known and read by all men. You are manifestly an
epistle of Christ, ministered by us" (2 Corinthians 3:2,3). He also says that the Lord
Jesus Christ "through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge. For we are to
God the fragrance of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 2:14,15). It is expected that anyone
who sees us benefits from our manner even without conversing with us, and
benefits from our style of speech and in our behaviour without need for preaching.
On one hand, it is well known that people benefit by others’ lives more than
profiting by their words. On the other hand, if the preacher's behaviour is not
spiritual his sermons will not be fruitful or useful to people.

The example is also useful regarding those to whom you cannot preach. You
may advise, preach to or teach those who are younger than you, or those who are
less intellectual or in less standing than you; but you may be embarrassed to advise
or preach to those who are superior to you. Such people can make use of the
following examples. To be continued in the next issue ...
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